Indochina Peace Campaign
| 181 Pier Ave.
Santa Monica, Ca. 90405 213-392-3942

May 13, 1975

Dear IPC members and friends,
The Standing Committee (SC) decided at its Tast meeting that an element of
New York IPC "has followed an ideological position at odds with bofh IPC and the
~ Vietramese, and behaved in a destructive factional way inside our organization
with the intention of pushing it into the Revolutionary Union's politics...” The.
SC's unanimous decision was that the‘RU~oriented NY group stop functioning as IPC,
The SC decided not to pub1icize its decision until those in the MY chkanter who |
agreed'with_and carried out IPC national po11cy had prepared and organized them-
selves sufficiently to continue their work vmeh the RU-oriented faction stopped
relating to IPC. As many of you know, thé SC decision was pﬁb1icized ahead of
schedule unfortunately catching many IPC members unaware and unprepared. e apol-
ogize for the problems this has created in your work, but hobe we can proceed
with the djscuss1én that this important decision requires.

In deciding to enforce a separation between the RU-oriented NY group and IPC,

'the SC relied on its(okiginal instructions. The minutes of the Pittsburgh Interim
Gormitree meeting (June 26-28,1974) authorized the SC to "fill a hole in the organ-
ization of IPC. At the present time there is no organizational structure to orovide

continuity in carrying out the policies and decision of the interim and national

- meetings between these meetings;“(emphasis added) MNo "sweqping powers" were given.

to- the SC because of the "diverse and independent” nature of our chapters, But the

diver51ty and independence_which the SC was to respect was never meant to include
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outright refusa1 to 1np1ement IPC program or factional attack on the orgamzat‘icm

: Consequent]y, when the RUroriented NY group 1gnored specific instructions from \

3

the Pittsburgh Interim Committce meeting to "reserve its differences" with the o
strategy and_"go all out" to implement the'COngressional pressure program of IPC,
the SC felt authorized to separate theh from IPC. o |

Several chapters have quéstioned, hovever, whether the SC had the authority .
“to make such an important decisipn without prior consultation with the chapters.
The SC, while feeling-it had the "legal" authority, realized that the decision
would be-méaning s3 without the 3Up of the chapters; The follpwing paper
which reflects the SC's reasoning-behind the decision stiould provfde the basis
for the discussion we all want, |

In the near.future, SC members will be consulting with chapters especially
concerning the chapters' viewpoints on (1) whether the process which produced
this decision was faulty and should be modified for weighty decisions iike this
in fhe future; (2) whether the basic décision separating the RU-oriented group
was sound; (3) whether the critefia for separation in this case are sound
guidelings for future cases should they drise.

thile hoping to encourage thorough'discuésion and debqte, fhe SC feeTs_strongly
- that the status of the N.Y. chapter shou]d'not become a topic on the agenda of the
national meeting. Once before, a nationa) meeting was disvupted by this
kind of po]itiés Coming from New York, dominating it almost to the exc1usion of
other concerns. A continuation of th1s.disrupt1ve_ihf]uence espécia11y in a meeting
as important as the next-one cannot be.permitted.if wé are_to succeed in finding a

new pdlitica1 basis for our IPC network.

'1n'solidar1ty,

IPC Standing Committee
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Dear IPC memberé, _

The St&ﬁding Committee has decided to instruct an element of our New York City

chapter to stop functioning as IPC. This group is directly aligned with the Revolu-
tionary Union, has followed an ideoioqica1.po$ftion‘at'odds with.both IPC and the

.Vietnamese, and behaves in a destructive factional way inside our organization with

the intent of pushing it into the RU's politics. Our recommendation is that they
openly de¢1are fheir politics and organizational ties,. leave IPC and do thier Indo-.

china vork within the context of the United Campaign or some other coalition effort.

. The history of this problem gdes back tQ.the beginning of IPC with_its "single issue

fecus". We have always had to struggle for thé proteétion of our organization.from

factions of the Left wanting to convert it 1hto something ofher than it is. Over the

~ 1972-73 years we deepened our comittment to a singTeQissue united front form of

organization, and decided on a political ljhe and program which has served us well. As

determined by the October, 1973 Germantown Nationa] Meeting, our political line is:

~-to build a United C§mpaign to cut aid to Thieu and Lon No], free Saigon's political

prisoners, and honor the Paris Agreement; _ |

--Solfdarity with Indochina (incBuding;efforts to gfve'a human face to the ‘'enemy,'
medical aid programs, and Tdent1f1catf0n with'thé'po!itical pfbgram of the Indo-

| chinese,>e.g; the PRG's pfogram, Paris Agreement, etc.

--Build and defend the anti-var movement.

Out of that meeting grew the United Campaign and our new links with the Coalition
to Stop Funding the Mar (which had just succeeded on the vote to end the Cambodia
bombing and direct U.S. participation). We explicitly defined\tﬁe'"watergate opportun-

fty" as opening a path'towards dividing the Congress from the Executive.on the war.

It was at the June, 1974 Pittsburgh:Interim Committee meeting that a split with New
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York over the Congressional strategy began to develop. There; mambers of the NYC
chapter fought for hours to introduce a policy change which would have made IPC an
."anti-imperia1ist" organizatidn'and reduced Congressional wbrk to the level of an
optional tactic. In the heat of these debates, one MY membef nov aligned with the
RU position (Gina Harmon) took the position that this Qoqu be "a step" towards
changing IPC.into'an anti-imperialist coalition in the future. But the majority.of
~ those present'prOper1y regarded that as a quesﬁion of policy clearly out of order
at an Interim Committee meeting whose business is to implement the poiitical Tine
thfough deciding on programs, resources, etc. Thé only immediate issue was that
NY IPC opposed the priority given to the Congressional strategy which was then in é‘

~critical period;_

After often'rancorpus arqgument, the {ssue was resolved by these key votes:

1)"IPC adopts an-all out, but not exclusive, effort to pressure Congress to cut
military and economic aid to Indochina for FY 1975." NY opposed, but accepted the
*all out but not exclusive" formu1atioﬁ. | |

2} The "all out” emphasis'was agiven teeth by’a resolution that:"(})A coordinator
 be chosen by every chapter in every region to be: the primary contact person with the
Coa]it1on. The1f task 1s the full range of organizing tactics on key legislation.(2)
' The.coalition will distribute key contact lists to iPC Chapters for the purpose of
direct follow-up.(3)Each IPC group will take on a partfcular district (é).(4)The Indo-
china Peace Pledge will be used as a tool .+.." HY accepted the instructions but in
the months ahead completely disreqarded it.

3) At the end of the meeting a heavy cr1t1c1sm session broke out with a large

majority critical of MY's style and politics. Finally a resolution was overwhelmingly

adopted by roll Ca]], which'spec1f1ed: "There 1s a lack of unigx_ih places, which

weakens our'abflity to carry out our campaign with maximum effect. He.cannot be simply

S a c1eéring house, or a cofjection of many camps, or a magnet for diverse interests. [z
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We have to unify our energy so as to strike the most telling blows. For examp]e,
around the'CongreSSional pressure work we cannot carry out.fnterna1 disputes in such
a way which weakens the effort or makes it ineffective in important parts of the
country. Pecple with disagreements about such a policy should both point nut and re-
serve those disagrecements while at the same t1me encouraging the policy itself.
People who believe in the po]icy,:on the other hand, must not defend 1t as a "faith”
| of olden times but objectively evaluate ﬁt in practice so as to discover shortcomings
 Object1ve peopnle then should be able to either sharpen or revise a 11ne vwithout the
drain of factionalism and_bitterness;" Despife these specific instnuctions to the
H.Y chapter, N.Y. never reserved 1ts Judgement, never unified with the Congressional

strateqy, and never stopped pursuing a different political line,

In the paet few months severe internal tensions have broken out in the HY chapter,
and 1ncidents of destruction'of IPC resources have been exposed. A de facto takeover
of the chapter has occurred under the leadership of an RU-oriented element which now
uses the facilities end reseurces of IPC. The same element attended the Ohio Issues
Conference as NY-IPC after a d1v1sive internal battle in which they tried to prevent
other NY IPCers from coming. The second group, which accepts the nat1ona1 policies an
program of IPC, attended on1y because of a Wast—minute Standing Conmittee interventio
The RU-oriented group has en many occasion refused to circulate the National IPC

Newsletter within the chapter, and on several occasions destroyed the bundles of

~ Focal Points they have received.

At the Issues Conference the RU-oriented group presented a pos1t1on paper outlining
“their views, and less visibly distr1huted copies of "Draft Programme for the Party

of the US Vorking Class", an RU pamph1et
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The position paper vas, once again, tbta11y at odds with the Congressional strateqgy
.and the promises given’at Pittsburﬁh. In describing their work, they omitted any men-
ti?n of the Congress1ona1 emphasis agréed to at Pittsburgh:"lle make demands on the
government and back it up_with agifation,'media work of all kinds, demonstrations and
direct confrontations, street work and work p1a¢e organiiing." They continue to oper-
ate outside the sinQ]e;issue focus of IPC:"We must participate as IPC 1n coalition
~ work against US imperialist aggfession today. That work {is clearly focused on the
Middle East, on supborting the 1iberation struggles of the Palestinian and Omani
peoples.” - While NY IPC {is off organizing around these themes, naticnal LFC has nid
posifion whatsoever on the Middle East; and the Pittsburgh Interim Committee spec1f~‘
_1ca11y_,stated that the basis for coalitions bétween IPC and other gfoups was the

Indochina Peace Pledge.

As for political focus after the fighting in Iudochina ends, the NY group proposed ”

a program which reflects in every respect the RU's "Draft Programme".

MY working paper - : _ - RU "Draft Programme” (p.43)

1. "Free all US c61onies." 1. "Withdraw all US forces from foreign
_ _ ' 5011 and the territorial waters of

2. "End all US military aid and alliances ~ other countries”

with puppet regimes“
2. "Free all colonies in the grip of US
3. "Withdraw all US troops and sh1ps from 1mper1a11sm”
_ luud-»ﬂ'u cuuntines”
3. "Erd all US mititary a1.;unuca and
4, "dismantle nuclear weapons" military aid to US puppets..

5, "Support just wars of national 1ib-
eration and revolution aga1nst im-
perialism" 5. "Support just wars for national liber

tion and revolutionary wars against
imperialism..."

-

. "Abolish and destroy all nuclear weap

In substance and often in language the two programs are the same with only changes in

numbering. | o ‘ L )

What we object to is_nbt_the existence of the NY element, nor the RU, and certainly

not the politics {nvolved. But they represent a po11t1ca1 1ine quite at odds with the

6
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legitimate and required line of IPC, and a covert and Tactional style of oppor-

tunism which lTeads to chaos within otherwise open organizations.

politically, the 1ine of the RU and 1ts allies is quite different from IPC. First,
they have continually attacked the Congressional strateqy (no matter.how well it

vias working).'Second, they haveydisaqreed vith and violated the singla-issue Indof
éhina focus that has been vital to our survival and success. Third, their view of

the vorld is what they'wod]d like to consider a "Chinese" view. IPC has not taken

‘a pos1tjon on-the Russfa-China debate although Qe have studied i in cuy organizers
schools, If anything, we have respected the political 1ine of the Vietnamese revolu-
tionaries which, during the war, has been obviously different from the Chinese and
the Russians., The Vietnamese do not view the Soviet Unjon és.“socia] imperialist”.
They do not wiew the US and the Soviet Union as "twin superpovers.” They believe

the primary contradiction is with US imperia]ism; not the "éuperpowers", and that
both the Soviet—and Chinese'governments are socialist. The Wiil of Ho Chi Minh pledae
the Vietnamese llorkers Party to seek to harmonize.and unify- the internatiqna1

: comnunfst movement, As Jong as they maintafn_this position, croups 1ike RYU will have
to consider Hanoi "revisionist." The only reaéon those who hold the RU Tine do not
take this positién is because the Vietnamese enjoy such great prestige and popularity

in revolutic:ary circles.

Organizationally, the RY group has operated in a.factional manner, like the RU
generally. UWhat 1s factionalism, and how is it distinct from democratic arqument?
Factionalism is the adoption of one pose fo penetrate an'organiiétion whf]é holding
to a secret identity and agenda. Factionalists inevitably bring about distrust and
suspicion, drive out other pedp]e and bring'about é situation where they nave talen
oycr-on1y the shell of the organization v th an the members heling either secret
cadre of allies. Factionalists don't mind destroying organizatﬁon they can't take

“over, because they hold the view that there is only one correct line and party for -
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Left. Here, for example, is how the RU speaks of other tendencies on the Left:

...the proletariat (i.e. the RU) takes a ruthless stand against those petty
bourgeois hustlers vho refuse to take the stand of the working class...the
Teaders of these groups are deadly enemies of the working class...

These various agents of imperialism, in and of themselves, amount to nothing
more than cockroaches which the working class could squash under its feet. But
these types do pose a greater potential danger--they can act as "shock troops”
for the development of a phony "socialist" or "progressive' movement....

(Draft Programme, p. 25-26)
Hany good organiiations have been paralyzed or ruined by this type of political
“invasion by factions. SDS fell apart in 1969 at the hands of Progressive Labor
and otﬁers, including the Revolutionary Youth Movement faction, part of which |
became the RU. More recently, VVAU has turned from a hea]thy and 1ndependent
~ovganization into a shambles of factions as the RU'moved:into its chapters and
offices. IPC has largely been spared this fate, although chaos has been created in

both NY and in a UCLA—orientéd chapter last yeaF.

The way vie have succeeded is by keeping these tendénc1es tota]]y out 6f our organ-
fzation, and this policy nust be continued, especially in the delicate transition
.period ahead. . Ve have we1comedvanyone into IPC who has accepted our program and
policies in good faith (as a box jn Focal Point repeats every issue). e have many
memberé'with other political notions or affinitiés (NAM, Prairie Fire, AFSC, etc.)
whb have kept those politics out of ocur single issue front. They have not tried to
hide their other interests, but nefther have they used IPC as a recruiting ground.
This has been the'basis for our unity and truét,'and it has_to be preserved against

any forces who disrespect it.

Therefore, we haVe decided that asking the MY group'to leave is by far the best of
a]ternatives. lle ask them to undérétand that we have a right to_oUr politics and
organizational process, and they to theirs. Those among us interasted in the NY grol

or the RU may seek them out and join. The Left must for now include an unlimited

wardely of altermatives which people can choose from on tha basis of free and un-

8
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manipulated interest. We are happy with our politics, with our process, and with
_ the.cbntribution we have made to phanging the climate in this country, changing
the foreign policy of this country, which has in turn contributed-to the‘great and

historic victory of the Vietnamese and Indochinese people.

Our success -- and our successful future -- 1ies in avoiding dogmatisms of the
Left. He started IPC vihen people fhought it was impossible. He.kept it going when

~ people thought the war was over, ana Qhen most. of the Left was closing dovin its
anti-war activity. lle adopted a Hatergate'and Congressional strategy viiich rop-
resented -a sharp bkeak from conventional perspectiveé. We made political prisoners.
and aid to Indochina into issues the Congress could hot avoid even though much of
the organized Left would not join us. We have vion because we-fo]Towed our own
Togic, wé did our own study, and we were creative and we knew what we were talking
about even when the dead hand. of tradition tried to caution that we werc "incorrect.

As the Vietnamese have done, we have started to chart our ovn path to revolutionary

change. Let us continue on {t!

. Standing Committee of IPC
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THE WORKING COMMITTEE OF THE COALITION TC RECLAIM THE INDUCHINA RESOURCES (CRIR)
A PRELIMINARY REPORT .

In the predawn hours of Monday, May 26, one of the wost complete libraries of
Indochinesge literature, phiotos and filme in the United States was stolen from the
office of the Indochina Solidarity Commigee (ISC), jocated in the Washington Square
Church. The theft was committed by a group ef people who hag become assoclated
politically with the Revolutionary Umion (RU) and who at the time of the theft
constituted a majority of ISC, We, the working committee of an informal Coalition
to Reclaim the Indochina Resources, have demanded the return of the materials;
that demand, already backed by a2 number of movement organizations and hundreds of
individuals, was vejected. The following report is part of our effort to provide
information and analysis of the theft and to builld support for the return of the
materiale.

BACKGROUND

For over ten years tha U.S5. Committee to Aid the Wational Liberation Front of
South Vietnam (USCANLFSVN), which later became Indochina Solidarity Committee, was
part of the anti-war, anti-imperialist movement in solidarity with the liberation
struggles in Indochine. WNow after that war has been won, ISC has been destroyed
as a result of a split,

For some time, growing political differences had developed within ISC and,
concurrently, within the local chapter of Indochina Peace Campaign/New York City
(IPC/NYC) (of which all ISC people were members). The major political differences
arose because some IBC members had, in the last year or so, transfered their
political allegiance to the politics of the Revolutionary Union, while others did
not.

The Revolutionary Union, which had its ovigine in the 1968 SDS splits, is8 a
self-proclaimed Marxist-Leninist-Macist organization that is currently striving to
form itself into the '"new communist party' in the United States. This push has
caused RU suppovters to seek hegermony in many movement ovganizations around the
country. RU supporters who believe that it {e the most correct group to lead the
working class at this time tend to treat those who disagree with their leadership
as 1f that disagreement makes one the enemy. Thie hag been evidenced by their
style of unnecessarily ruthless and sntagonistic methods of struggle with people
of other political tendencies or beliafs. uch conflicte have restlted in RU
takeovers of or thefts frow & number of groups. Among othere affected have been
The Rest of the News., People's Trammlstion Service, Thirdworld Newsreel in San
Francisco, and some chapters and the national office of the VVAW/WSO. An overtly
anti-worker theit occurred in El Pasc. There, two EU cadre provided money and
technical skills in the joint production of a £ilm about the Farah strike with a
Chicanc workers center, The center, integraily connected with the Farah workers,
provided access to the workers for filmed interviews which are the £ilm's political
substance. When the film was finished just recently, the RU refused to give or
gell a copy of it to the workers center despite the fact that it includes original
footage of the strike's first day shot by s worker acd made available by the center.

We believe that psople should investigate the lime and practice of the RU for
themselves. Our own, initial investigation has resulted in our belief that RU thefts
from the movement in the lawstz few weeks alone total thousands of dollars worth of
souipment and other materials. A more complete investigation, leading to a paper
documenting and detailing these and other similar RU activities, is underway.

USCANLFSYN was formed in 1965 by Walter Teague and several others and remained,

until 1972, a voluntary association. Many hundreds of pecple contributed to its [{
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work and helped gather its collections of revolutionary Tndochinese materials.
Gradually, from 1972 until late 1974, USCANLFSVN/ISC became more collective, Among
the new people who joined were Martha Chamberlain in 1971 and later, from 1971 until
1974: Gina Harman, Mike Stout, Fellce Weintraub, Chris Galanos and Gary Hansjergen. .

During the period of collective work, much was sccomplished. But the
underlying political differences grew and became Increasingly disruptive in 1974,
At some point Harman joined RU, and the other four bhzcame at least complete
supporters of RU and dits politicg. This new allegi&nca came in direct conflict
with the historic functioning of USCANLFSYN/ISC (I3C, for short).

ISC had always been an independent solidsricy commitites, which did not take
positions on mattere unrelated to its primary work and carefully avoilded positions
contradictory to those of the Indochinese revoluticnaries. In practice this meant ~
that 1t worked for bread coalitions within the anti-war and anti-imperialist
movements., Just as the Vietnamese, so too 1I8C worked ag best 1t could with all
people and organizations who opposed the war; for example ISC did not take public
positions on questions that could put it at odds with the Indochinese, such as
a position on the Sino-Soviet dispute.

Gradually, it became more difficult for ISC to functdion collectively. The five
who adopted RU's politics began to take more antagonistic positions toward various
political tendencies that the RU had disagreements with. This meant that ISC
resources were not readlly available to feminist groups, or groups associated in
any way with Trotskyist or Prarie Fire politics, or groups supportive of the Soviet
Union - no matter what the quality of their work in opposition to the war and in
support of the Vietnamese. Increasingly, the five found fault with coalitions
and tendencies that gave what they felt was too much consideration to the self-
determination of third world people. For example, they opposed the right of third
. world women in organizing the United States/Vietnam Women's Conference to select
the third world delegates.

~—

As the political stance of Harman and the others hardened, it became less

. possible for ISC to work with unity and respect in other coalitions, Private:
criticism and derision toward theose who differed with RU became common. Eventually
the five started using thedr majority to biock anything that didn't fit with their
new political priorities although this 'democratir®process could not change the
fact that IBC is, and always has been, more than just a collectlon of seven people.

The fact 1s that there would be nec materials were it uot for the work of many
persons other than those who now presume comtrol of them. By themselves Walter
Teague and Martha Chamberlain have worked more years on ISC than Harman, Weintraub,
Stout, Hansjergen and Galanos together. Many others, not now or ever members of
ISC, worked to accumulate those materials and rescourcee. Without a doubt that
work was not done go that the resources would be available only to persons
acceptable to these five (especilally so long as acceptability for them conforms to
unnecessarily restrictive RU politics). Without a doubt Harman and the others, or
even all of RU, did not do anything like most of the work involved or even constitute
a majority of these who did any work at all.

After a final breakdown in collectivity, which occurred during preparations for
the Victory Celebration in Montreal om May 18~19, Teague and Chamberlain proposed
to the others that a public split be avolded and that the organization be disbanded._ .
with one last newsletter stressing the victorles and announcing what future work
each person was to be doing. They suggested that the resources be equitably
distributed according to usefulness, ctc. The othere adamantly rejected the proposal
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and instead said that they were going to keep the name and organization and that
Chamberlain and Teague should resign immediately. The five were urged to consider
the proposal for a week after which discussion would resume. Martha and Walter
parted, and there were no further discussions until after the materials were taken.

THE THEFT ITSELF

On Monday, May 26, in. the early morning hours, the RU supporters in ISC and others
stole the major important resocurces from the ISC office in the Washington Square Church.
They also took many valuable items belonging to the church and to individuals. Lists
of these are available from the working committee.

About two o'clock PM, Walter and Martha discovered that the others in ISC had
changed the lock on the office; when they tried to enter, the other ISC people and :
some of their friends came with sticks and threatened Walter, Martha and the staff
of the church should they try to enter. They told Martha and Walter that they had
been voted out of ISC and would be kept out of the office by force. There are no
such expulsion procedures in ISC.

After refusing entry to the minister of the church, the RU supporters did
accept his offer to medlate and finally admitted that they had taken items from the
ISC office. Later they agreed that Walter could enter the office with Gary to :
inventory what wag left and to discuss what each slide thought right to do with the
various resources. They admitted taking valuable church and personal items but were
unwilling to return or to release to anyone the Indochinese materials. They did '
finally return some church equipment and a tape déck belonging to 'Walter, but kept
a mimeograph and shortwave. radio that belonged to other individuals. They also kept
much other valuable equipment that others helped provide to ISC., From that Monday
until Saturday night.the five and their friends held on to the gutted and dys-
functional ISC office. They barricaded it and carried around lead pipes and similar
weapons. Also from Monday until Saturday, many long-time supporterg of the work
of ISC-came to the church to prevent anything else from being taken out. During
this time they were joined by members of the church who volunteered to stay around
the clock to protect the church and remaining materials.

Chamberlain and Teague and the others refused to negotiate away any more of ISC's
remaining resources, partly because the others already had thousands of dollars worth
of equipment as well as important political items, but also because they refused to
cajitulate to threates and intimidation. The minister finally had to imsist that the.
others in ISC leave the church with only their persconal possessions and the office
wa:3 closed to all.

The mass meeting on Sunday, June 1, was attended by over fifty people representing
& broad spectrum of the New York amti-war and progressive movement. This coalitiom
agreed to denounce the theft and to build pressure for the return of the materials,
temporarily to the custody of an uninvolved (if not unconcerned) group (The War
Resisters League was ultimately chosen), after which the movement as a whole would
then decide the best and proper place for these resources to be accessible for all.

The coalition established a working committee which has itemized the remaining
orjanizational materials in the ISC office and turned them over to the War Resisters
League. Gina Harman has been contacted by telephone and given one week to return
the materials. The week has long since passed and.the materials have not been brought
ba:k,

By their theft of the Indochina materials, the five people from ISC have proven 12
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their disdain for the years of work of hundreds of people, and have abrogated to
themselves the right to determine the use of materials that in reality belong to
the whole movemant. Unless a group representing the movement at large has custody
of these resources, many gocd and serious activists will be denled access to them.
or will be given access to them under only the most restrictive and sectarilan terms.
Certadnly this denial will include all the cld members of ISC and those who have

- strong disagreements with RU. It will clearly include all those individuals who
worked against the removal of more materials from Washington Square Church and all
who have joined in demanding thedr return. And since the alleglance of the five

is to RU, and since RU's behaviour is dncreasingly sectarian, it will probably
include people in the growing number of groupe that the RU is antagoniatic with.

Refusal to return these items can only prove the exploitative nature of their
actions. They are now declaring that they, and they alone, are the ISC., They wiil
probably publish aniiSC newsletter and have claimed that everyone will have access to
the materials at some point in the future, except those who are working for the return
of the materials., The same people are alsorworking under the name of TPC/NYC eveu
though they were expelled from IPC for '"sectarian, disruptive and antagonistic
behavior," by the national IPC Standing Committee, in a letter dated May 13.

The five and their political friends who were expelied from IPC are now
planning to form an Indochina friendship association which will be made up mostly
of thelr own people and for which the Indochina resources will be very useful. We
hope this opportunism will be condemned. What is needed is the formation of a true
friendship association in which all activists and future supporters of U.S./Vietnamese
friendship may join without having to accept the RU's line on such gquestions as the
Sino~Soviet eplit, the national question, women, homosexuallty, thelr limited concept
of the united front, or the RU's recent approasch to coalition which has caused so
many splits and breakdowns. s

Our criticisems of the actions of those in ISC and the others that gsupport the
Revolutionary Union are not criticisms of the call for revolution and soclalism. We
join in that czll and are dedicated to work for a classless and progressive world,
but we do not think that the RU, functioning as it now does, will lead that revolution.
Rather, at this point they are becoming increasingly destructive of the movement we
should all support and build.

An organization 18 not communist or deserving of revolutionary leadership because
it says that it is; the practice of those who accept 1ts discipline is determinative,
Whatever the formal relationship between RU and the other four, Gina Harman is openly
a member. There ie no question that she supports the taking of the materials; the
presumption is that RU does. If it didn't, then she wouldn't; that is what discipline
is all about., It is our position that Harman's support of and participation in the
theft is not the practice of the cadre of a truly revoluticnary organization, The
RU can't have it both ways; unless it disciplines Harman {and uses its influence with
the others} to return the materials, it will be accountable for the theft.

In the last few dayvs hundreds of people and many groups have signed the petitions
demanding the veturn of the resources. With the growing awareness of a nationwide
pattern of such ripoffs, many groups are becoming increasingly concerned. TIf those
who are holding onte these resources do not heed the movement's call, many groups are
considering further actions to expose and rectify these destructive politics and tactics.
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page five

7.

The working committee urpes you to do the following:

' Call (982-0068) or write the five demanding that they return the resources;

write "ISC", c/o Mike Stout, 126 Macdougal Street, New York, NY 10012

Sign (as an individual or organization), circulate and return to us the
attached petition.

Have your organization send the working committee {(with a copy to the five)
a letter endorsing (as an organization) the petition’'s demand.

If you haven't done so already, stop working jointly with the five until the
materials are returned. .

- Within your organization or study group discuss the revolutionary validity of

activities such as these whether engaged in by members of a cadre organization

or not.

Send us information (thoroughly investigated and documented where possible) of
similar activities.

Send us your differences with our approach; send us your suggestions and any

information as to the location or use of the materials.

Thank you for your support.

The working committee of

The Coalition to Reclaim the Indochina Resources {(CRIR)
¢/o Washington Square Church

135 West 4th Street

New York, NY 10012

June 26, 1975

~ |14
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PETITION ™~

In the middle of the night, approximately 2 AM on Monday, May
26, one of the most complete collections of Indochinese literature, phot._
and films in the U.S. was stolen from the office of the Indochina '
Solidarity Committee (ISC) located in the Washington Sguare Methodist
Church. This was done by some people from ISC who are members or ¢
associated with the Revelutionary Union (RU).

We demand that the materials be put in the temporary custody
of the War Resistor's League. After their return, a representative
grouping of the anti-war and anti-imperialist movement will decide how

these resources will be used.

NAME ORGANIZATION ' ADDRESS TELEPHONE
(for identification only)

9.

10.

Ll.

12,

13.

14.

15,

16.

35T

13.

19.

20.

Please return to The Coalition to Reclaim the Indochina Resources

c/o Washington Square Church.
135 West 4th Street
New York, New York 10012
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" INDOCH IDARITY COMMITTEE

Box ¢ Qid Chalsea Sts. HNew York MY, 10011 (212)982-7162

Dear Friends and Supporters, : June 15, 1975

We are writing to you to share our joy for the Victories of the Indochinese Peoples,
and to inform you of the Closing of the Indochina Solidarity Committee,

THE INDOCHINESE PEOPLE HAVE WON!

Vietnam, Cambodia and now Laos are free of U.S5. Imperilalism and are embarking on
their long needed soclal revolutions to create democratic, prosperous, soverelgn and
progressive gocietles.

All who have been a part of this great struggle may rejolce. Some of us will now
turn more of our attention to our own pecples' social needs and others will continue
to work on the issues that remain important for both the Indochinese and American
peoples; such as the questions of the Vietnamese and Cambodian refugees and repatriation
for those who want it, the reconstruction of the countrysides and economies, material
ald, recognition of the new governments and the reunification of Vietnam - and most
important for Americams, keeping aliive the revolutlonary lessons of that war.

THE WORK CONTINUES . .

In the following pages, we explain briefly the ending of ISC, but we want to stress
here that more important is the work we will all be continuing towards the ending of the
system of imperialism and all the exploitation and repression that humankind suffers
under,

U.S. / VIETNAMESE FRIENDSHIP

Serious thought and preparation is being given by many different anti-war and anti-
imperialist activists and organizations around the U.S. to the formation of a broad-
based U.S./VIETNAMESE FRIENDSHIP ASSOCTIATION. We strongly support this aim and  will
work with the New York chapter of the Indochina Peace Campaign, at 135 West 4 Street,
toward thé establishment of a local friendship group. We urge you to conslder supporting
this goal so that we can build upon the last 10 years of work. We wiil forward informa-
tion about these plans shortly.

I.5.C. CLOSES

For over ten years the 0.S. Committee to Aid the National Liberation Front of South
Vietnam (USCANLFSVN), which later became Indochina Solidarity Committee (ISC), was part
of the anti-war, anti-imperialist movement in solidarity with the liberation struggles
in Indochina. Now after that war has been won, ISC has been disbanded. Unfortunately,
this was not done with unity, but because of a split that has destroyed the old 1ISC.

For some time, growing political differences had developed within ISC and, concurr-~

_ently, within the local chapter of Indochina Peace Campaign/New York City (IPC/NYC) (in

which all ISC people were members and which had essentially become one organization.) -
The major political differences arouse out of the fact that some ISC members had, in the

last year or so, transfered their political allegiance to the politics of the Revolution-
ary Union (RU), while others did not.
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The Revolutionary Union, which had its ordgins in the 1968 S5DS seplits, is a sel
proclaimed Marxist/Leninist/Maoist nationwide organization that 1is currently striving
to form itself into the “New Communist Party” in the U.S. This push has caused RU sup
porters to seek hegemony in many movement organizations around the country. RU support
ers, who sincerely believe that they are the most correct group to lead the working
class at this time, tend to treat thoge who disagree with their leadership as if that
disagreement makes one the “enemy."” This has been evidenced by their style of ruthless
and often antagonistic methods of struggle with people of other political tendencies.
Such conflicts have destroyed or resulted in RU takeovers and ripoffs of certain groups,
ie: The Rest of the New,People’s Translation Service, San Francisc Thirdworld Newsreel,
‘and some chapters and the national office of VVAW/WSO.

We believe people should investigate the line and practice of RU for themselves, but
here for example is how the RU speaks of other tendencies on the Left:

...the proletariat (i.e. the RU)} takes & ruthless stand against those petty
bourgeois hustlers who refuse to take the stand of the working class...the
leaders of these groupe are deadly enemies of the working class...

These various agents of imperialism, in and of themselves, amount to nothing
more than cockroaches which the working class could squash under 1ts feet.

But these types do pose a greater potential danger--they can act as "shock
troops” for the development of a phony "socialist' or "progressive" movement...

(Draft Programme, p. 25-26)

The lessons .of the United Front in Vietnam seem lost to them. It seems that in -
theilr fight for power, the RU has become insensitive to the qualities of humanity
"that are the goals of any left revolution. Even during protracted armed struggle
the Vietnamese maintained their great sensitivicy and love of humanity. They gave
thelr guerrilla soldiers flowers for medals and combined poetry and politics to lead
their people.

USCANLFSVN TO ISC TO NOW

USCANLFSVN was formed inm 1965 by Walter Teague and several others and remained,
until 1672, a voluntary association. Many hundreds of people contributed to its work
and helped gather one of the most complete collections of revolutiomary Indochinese
materials in the U.S. Gradually from 1972 to late 1974, USCANLFSVN/ISC became more
collective. Among the new people who joined were Martha Chamberiainm in 1871 and later,
from 1971 until 1974, the five members of ISC who have palitically joined RU; Gina
Harman, Mike Stout, Felice Weintraub, Chris Galanos and Gary Hansjurgen.

During the period of collective work, much was asccomplished. But the underlying
political differences grew and became increasingly disruptdive in 1974,

At some point Gina Harman jolned RU and the other four became at least complete sup-
porters of RU and its politics. This new allegisnce came in direct conflict with the
historic functioning of ISC,

USCANLFSVN/ISC had always been an independent solidarity committee, which .did not
take positions on matters unrelated to its primary work and carefully avoided positions
contradictory to those of the Indochinese Revoluticunaries. In practice this meant that
we worked for broad coalitions within the anti-war and anti-imperialist wmovements., Just
as the Vietnamese accepted support from pacifists or liberals, Trotskyists or Maoists,
so too we worked as best we could with all tendencies who opposed the war. It meant fo-
example, that we did not take public positions on questions that could put us at odds
with the Indochinese, such as taking sides in the Sino-Sovieét dispute. :
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But gradually, it became more difficulet for ISC to function collectively. The five
w0 adopted RU's politics began to take more antagonistic positions toward various pol-
“ical tendencies that the RU had disagreements with. This meant, for example that our

Lburces were notreadily avallable to feminifst groups, or groups associated in any way
with Trotskyist or Prairie Fire politice, or supporters of the Soviet Union. Increas-
ingly, the others found fault with coalitions and tendencies that gave what they felt was
too much consideration to the self determination of 3rd World people. Within the U.S.
for example, they opposed the right of 3rd world women in the organizing of the U.S./ *
Vietnam Women's Conference to select 3rd world delegates.

As their political stance hardened, it became less possible for us to work with un-
ity and respect in other coalitions, such as with national IPC and the U.S. Vietnamese
Women's Conference. Private criticism and derision toward one and all that were on the
"outs" with RU became common. FEventually the others in ISC started using their majority
to block anything that dida't fit with their new political priorities. But this process
could not change the fact that ISC remained more than just a collective of seven people.

Over a period of ten years, hundreds of people had worked and associated with
USCANLFSVN/ISC and had helped put together an extensive collection of Indochina re-
gources. This included thousands of documents, photos, films and bocks. One of the most
valuable was the most complete set of Vietnamese literature in English in this country,
gathered from 1964 until the present. Many other items were donated by the Vietnamese
and many visitors to Indochina. These materials, gathered and held in trust for both
the Indochinese and American people, should have great continuing value for all who
want to understand the Indeochina war from the revolutionary point of view.

THE BREAK

After a final breakdown in collectivity, which occurred during preparations for the

Victory Celebration in Montreal May 18-19, we proposed to the others that a public split
be avoided and that the organization be disbanded with one last newsletter stressing the
victorles and announcing what future work each of us was golng to be doing. We sug-
gested that the resources be egquitably distributed according to usefulness, etc. The
others adamantly rejected our proposal and instead saild that they were going to keep the
name and organization and that Martha and Walter should resign immediately. We urged
them to consider our proposal for a week and we parted. We had no further discussilons
until the events described below. ’

THE RIPOFF

On Monday, May 26 in the early AM, the RU supporters in ISC and others stole the
major Ilmportant resources from the ISC office in the Washington Square Church. They
also took many valuable items belonging to the church and individuale. Lists are
available.

About 2PM, Walter Teague and Martha Chamberlain discovered that the others in ISC
had changed the lock on the office and when they tried to enter, the other ISC people
and some of their friends came with sticks and threatened Walter, Martha,and the staff
of the church if they tried to enter. They told Martha and Walter that they had been
"voted" out of ISC and would be kept out of the office by force.

There have been no such procedures d1n ISC {in the past. After refusing entry to the
winister of the church, the RU supporters did accept his offer to mediate and finally ad-
mitted that they had taken items from the ISC office. Later they agreed that Walter
could enter the offilce with Gary to inventory what was left and to discuss what each
side thought right to do with the various resources. The other group admitted they had

3
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taken valuable church and personal items but were unwilling to return or to release to
anyone the Indochinese materials. They did finally return some church equipment and a
tape deck of Walters, but kept a mimeograph and shortwave radio that belonged to other
1ndividuals. They also kept much other valuable eguipment that others helped provide to  —~
1SC. From that Monday until Saturdayv night that group and thelr friemds held on to the
gutted and dysfunctional ISC office. They barricaded it and carried around lead pipes,

and other similar weapons. Also from Mondav until Sunday, many long time supporters of

the work of USCANLFSVN/ISC came to the church to prevent anything else from being taken

out. During this time they were joined by wmembers of the church who volunteered to stay

24 houre a day to protect the church and remaining materials.

=

A mass meeting was called for Sunday by many different concerned groups. The other
ISC people decided to force the issus before that mass meeting and on Saturday requested
a meeting with the minister, Paul Abels. They made various proposals, none of which in-~
cluded the return of any Indochina items, but which did demend for example, 5/7ths of the
value of the remaining furniture In the Isc office. During these negotlations, the
church members and staff learned that they were calling around for carloads of theilr peo-
ple to come to the church. Again church members and friends of ISC and IPC gathered at
the church to prevent any further thefts.

Martha and Walter and the others refused to negotiate away any more of ISC's re-
maining resources, partly because the others already had thousands of dollars worth of
equipment as well as the important pelitical items, but also because we did not wish to
allow the threat of force to intimidate anyone.

The minister finally had to insist that the eothers in ISC leave the church with only
thelr personal possessions and the office was closed to all.

The mass meeting on Sunday June ! was attended by over 50 people representing a Y
broad spectrum of the New York anti-war and progressive movement. They agreed to denou-
nce the theft and to bulld preassure for the return of the materials, temporarily to the
custody of an uninvolved group (The War Resisters League), after which the movement as
a whole would then decide the best and proper place for these resocurces to be accessable
for all. ‘

THE COMMITTEE TO RECLAIM THE IMDOCHINA RESOURCES
They set up a Committee to Reclaim the Indochina Resources to begin this work at

135 West 4 Street. This committee itemized the remaining organizational materials in the
ISC office and turned them over tc the War Resisters League.

By their theft of the Indochina materials, the 5 people from ISC have proven their
disdain for the years of work of hundreds of people, and have abrogated to themselves
the right to determine the use of materials that in reality belong to the whole move-
ment. We urge you to do all you can to Pressure them to return these items.

We believe a group representing the movement at large must have custody of these re-.
sources, otherwige many good and serious activists will be denied access to these mater—
ials. Certainly this denisl will include all the &ld members of ISC, and those who have
strong disagreements with the RU. It will clearly include all those individuals who
worked against the removal of more materials from Washington Square Church and all
who have joined in demanding their return. And since the real allegiance of the other
group isg now to RU, and since RU's behaviour is increasingly sectarian, it will pro-
bably include people in the growing number of groups that the RU 1s antagonistic toward. T

Refusal to return these items can only prove the exploitative nature of theilr actions.
They are now declaring that they are the only ISC. They will probably publish an ISC 5
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tewsletter and have claimed that anyone will have access to the materials at aome point
“in the future, except those who are working for the rveturn of the materials. The sanmz

ople are also trying to hold onto the name of IPC/NYC even though they were expeiled
Ttom IPC for "sectarian, disruptive and antagonistic behavior,' by the national IPC
Standing Committee, in & letter dated May 13.

It has been made very clear to us through months of practice with them, that in
iight of thelr almost total contempt for the politics, practices and program of Naticmal
IPC, the only reason they can put forward for attempting to maintain the national affil-
iation, 18 as a means to attack the "wrong" politics of National IFC. We too have had
disagreements with some of national IPC's politics, but we and the others in the official
IPC/NYC chapter also respect the work and intentions of the national and local chapters
of IPC and do not see curselves as antagonistic to the essential program or politice of
National IPC.

The othere are now plamning to form an Indochina friendship association which will
be made up mostly of their own people and for which the Indochina resources will be
very useful, We hope this opportunism willl be exposed and condemed. What is needed ico
the formation of a true friendship assoclation in which all activists and future suppor: @~
era of U.S./Vietnamese Friendship may join without having to accept the RU's line on such
questions as the Sino~Soviet split, the national question, their limited concept of the
united front, or the RU's recent approach to coalition which has caused so many splits
and breakdowns; such as with the Oman Coalition, the difficulties in the U.S./Vietnamesy
Womens Conference, etc.

If you wish more documentation or clarification, please write or call us. We will
continue to use the Box C address and 982-7162. We will be working with the others In
© "3/NYC chapter and other groups. All new materials on Indochina and the progressive
=_vements received at Box €, will be used by IPC/NYC and others and then turned over to
the Washington Square Library for Social Change at 133 West 4 Street, where they will be
accessable to the public.

Thanks to you all, we have been able to be part of the great popular movement in this
country against the Indochina war. The heroic resistance in Indochina and the contra-~
dictions here at home have revived the progressive movement in the U.S. and it is up to
us all to keep it growing until we get rid of the system that caused and profited from
that war.

Cne important lesson taught by the Indochinese Is that if we are to succeed, we must
learn how to unite the broadest possible sectors of our population, gulded by a true
revolutionary party, around the essential common goals of our people, and in unity with
the worlds liberation struggles.

Our criticisms of the actions of those in ISC and the othersg that support the Revw--
lutionary Union are not criticisms of the stated long range goal of RU and others who call
for revolution and socialism. We join in that call and dedication for a classlesg and
progressive world, but we do not think the RU, functioning as it now does, will lead that
revolution. Rather at this point, they are becoming Increasingly destructive of the move-
ment we should all support and build.

In the last few days hundreds of people and many groups have signed the petitions
demanding the return of the resources. With the growing awareness of a nationwide pattern
of such ripoffs, many groups are increasingly concerned. If those who are holding on to
'_ Be resources do not heed the movements' call, many groups are considering further
actiong to expose and rectify these destructive politics and tactics.

20
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We urge you to consider doing the following:

i.

Call or write the other "ISC" group demanding the return of the resources.
c/o Mike Stout, 126 Macdougal Street,. #982-0068.

Sign and circulate the enclosed petition.

Have your organilzation send the CRIR committee and the other ISC group a letter
endorsing that the items be returned.

Consider other actions to expose and remove thege politics from our movement.

Help us builld 2 new Indochina rescurce library.

We would like to hear from you on these matters. We are especially interested in

reestablishing an Indochina Library and resource center at the WSLFSC and later at
some national resource center, and need documents, films, books and photos concerning
Indochina 1964 (and before) till now.

Thank you for your support,

Yours in Struggle,

77 Mﬁa CAam 7]
Maruha Chamberlain
Walter Teague

//Z%Z@e p A

NOTE: New York City supporters are invited to a MEETING called by the
Committee to Reclaim the Indochina Rescurces on Thursday, June 26,

at the Washington Square Church, 135 West 4 Street, at 7pm. 21
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NoTI1CE OF TEMPORARY CHANGE OF ADDRESS

July 1, 1975
Dear Friends and Subscribers:

Due to a mail dispute over our Post Office Box with two former members of ISC we

have temporially changed our mailing address. We hope this dispute is settled soon,

until then please address all correspondence to: ISC c¢/o Mike Stout

126 MacDougal Street # 1D
Other change of address notices have been sent New York, N,Y, 10012

out by the two former ISC members,. please ignore them, Any further changes or

developments will be published in the next Newsletter only,

We also bhave a ﬁew telephone number: (212) 924-9102, Please call or write for
any further information,
In Solidarity, .

Indochina Solidarity Committee
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Do CHI Dune YWALTER TEAGUE &

MISSION PERMANENT DU GOVERNEMENT M%ETHA CHAMBERLAIN
REVOLUTIONNAIRE PROVISOIRE DE LA 155 w. LTH STREET
FPUBLIQUE DU SUD VIET NAM NEW YORK, N.Y.
AVE. DE MADRID \ 10012, u.s.A.
922'00 NEUILLY-SUR SEINE

FRANCE |
| AUGUST 6, 1975

Dear Friends,

"We are writing to you in order to help explain some recent events concerning
people who have identified themselves as representing Indochina Solidarity Committee.
We are candid and detailed in this Tetter because we know it is important to you to
know the truth of the politics and actions of those you have contact with.

Coming after your great victories, this matter is both unpleasant and complicated,
but it does reflect the state of the political movement here in the U. S.

We will present here a selection of documents and our opinions on the split in
Indochina Solidartty Committee and the New York City chapter of Indochina Peace
Campaign. We will not try to present a thorough or precise analysis of the principal
political group involved (the Revolutionary Unfon - RU). That would require much more
time and space. But we have included articles and information that gives some insight
into the recent practice of the RU and the people who have contacted you as ISC
representatives. We will begin putting together a bibliography of articles on the RU
by various newspapers and political organizations and will send them to you Tlater.

To introduce ourselves:

WALTER TEAGUE I have been associated with public support for the NFLSVN in the
U. S. for the past 10 years. I helped found the U. S. Committee to Aid the National
Liberation Front of South Viet Nam in April, 1965. This Ted to many arrests and to
my being brought along with other public supporters of the NLF, before the reactionary
House Un-American Activities Committee of the U. S. €ongress in 1966. This congressional
committee was trying at that time to stop anti-war protest, but failed. From 1966 on
I and the rest of the committee (USCNALFSVN) were in the midst of all major anti-war
work and did all we could to encourage the peace movement and the general public to
learn about and support the Indochinese peoples' just struggle for liberation.

I April 1969, I was sent to Paris to meet with Madam Binh as the representative
of a broad coalition of U. S. and Canadian groups that wanted to invite Madam Binh
to visit Canada and the U. S. We had or course, no knowledge then of the imminent
formation of the PRGRSVN. :

My primariy motivations have been not only deep admiration and identification with

your struggle, but also a clear understanding of how opposition to the U. S. war 1in

Indochina and building support for liberation struggles (your's in particular) have
Ted to a revitalization and advancement of our own progressive and revolutionary
movement here in the U. S. I am old enough to have grown up in an America almost
devoid of political ar class consciousness following the set backs for the progressive
forces in the late 1940's and 50's. The U. S. in the 60's and 70's is a drast1ga11y
 different place and the momentum and depth of the political change are irreversible.

In a word, at a time when no clear single revolutionary force existed in the u.sS.,
it has been my way of joining the worldwide revolution.
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MARTHA CHAMBERLAIN I grew up in a small farming area in mid-western U. S. and

. began anti-war work at 18 by campaigning for E. McCarthy - because of moral outrage

at the war and killing. As years passed I understood better U. S. policies - and _

gained an inti-imperialist perspective on the war. I joined the committee, USCANLFSVN,
- early in 1971. I have a sister in the RU, but do not agree with many of their
political positions. I work for the Wash. Sq. Church as Secretary and my work
enables me to work closely with many different progressive political groups in New
York City. 1In 1973 I went to Cuba with the Venceremous Brigade. Recently, I was
asked by the organizers of the protest at the U. S. Embassy in Saigon, to be one
of the 8 or so people to go from the U. S. The ISC collective voted that time,
5 against and 2 for, and I did not go therefore. Presently, I am working with the
Indochina Peace Campaign/NYC chapter and am interested in working with the national
office of the new Friends of Indochina organization that is being set up in Wash., D.C.

I have come to understand c]early,becausé of recent events around the ISC split,
and the IPC/NYC split, the important differences between sectarian behavior and
united front work based upon real respect for people.

A brief description of the organizations involved:

The UNITED STATES COMMITTEE TC AID THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT OF SOUTH VIET NAM
(USCANLFSVN) founded in April, 1965 as a committee of volunteers, chaired by
Walter Teague, functioned as such thru 1971 when it began to develope into a more
collective organization around the May day demonstrations in Kash. D. C. and other
such events. The committee moved its offices to the Wash. Sq. Church which also
housed the Greenwich Village Peace Center and is $till a place where diverse
progressive groups meet for forums, etc. In 1973 the committee changed its dame
to Indochina Solidarity Committee. _

(sed
The INDOCHINA SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE  functioned as a more-or-less collective of from
5 to 13 people with the assistance of many others. It published and distributed
newsletters, etc. and worked with many other groups, generally continuing and
expanding on the work of USCANLFSVN. Starting in 1974, some members of ISC began
to gravitate toward the politics of RU¥and on May 26th, 1975, an#f open split
occured vihich effectively caused the end of ISC as an findependent solidarity
committee. The name of ISC is now used by the 5 RU supporters from the ISC
collective and is clearly alligned with RU, as is shown in their latest newsletter.
(See the attached Tast two pages of that newsletter.) (See also their denial
that they are part of RU, but their full defense and agreement with the RU in
their yeply to our letter explaining the May 26th "ripgoff").

Y(Cmé/wc) . o

The INDOCHINA PEACE CAMPAIGN/NYC,Chapter was formed in 1973 under the joint lead-
ership of previous IPC activists and ISC people. At first the principles of a mass
organization were adhered to, but as the ISC's political collectivity dissolved,
the RU supporters began to function as a seperate contending group within IPC/NYC
and struggled to push their line upon the chapter and the national organization.

- Tais led to IPC/NYC becoming cvertly Marxist/Leninist (at least in word) and
Tess active as a mass organizgtion. Because of this, many less politically
developed people Tleft IPC/NYC“%nd eventually the two sides seperated into two
seperately functioning IPC's. At that point, the national steering committee
of IPC saw an opportunity to formerly expell the RU faction for their destructive

behavior and the non-RU IPC/NYC was able to continue with markedly better relations

with the national IPC.
¥ MepceiBeD on AT Onmr
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In July, 1975, National IPC was disolved at a conference in Ann Arbor, Mich.,
and two new organizations were formed: 1. Campaign for a New Foreign Policy
(anti-imperialist, but primarily reformist and aimed at the military spending
and government spending and policies abroad.) 2. Friends of Indochina (See the
summary enclosed.) Local chapters of IPC were to continue during the interim
while the new organizations were being formed, as they saw fit. The New York
‘City chapter is continuing to use the name, IPC/NYC. The expelled RU-IPC group
is also continuing to use the name of IPC/NYC and is apparently raising money
for material aid. : ' :

Q)
The REVOLUTIONARY UNION ,came out of the 1968 splits within Students for a
Democratic Society. The RU describes itself as a Marxist/Leninist/Maoist
organization. It is national and fairly large. It is in the process of
declaring itself a party some time late this year.

On the surface, the RU has fairly standard Marxist/Leninist/Maoist politics.
It is differentiated from the rest of the organized left in the U.S. by a number
of positions that have created serious divisions and antagonisis.

A. The R.U. is in practice and theory, strongly anti-Soviet and pro-China.

B. The R.U.'s position on the National Question causes them to downgdrade the
importance of Third World or Nationalist groupings within the U.S. Because
of this the R.U. is almost isolated from the left and progressive nationalist
and Third World forces. (An example of this was the R.U.'s position on the
recent racial conflict in Boston which centered around the question of
"bussing" of black school children to predominantly white shools. The right
wing and rascist forces took the position that to bus Black children to
their (white) schools was attacking their community and what 1ittle good
they had in their schools (also much outright anti-black sentiment and
actions took place with the Klu Klux Klan and Nazid's joining the anti-
bussing movement,)  The main slogan of the rightwing was "ASTEEEERES SMASH THE

“ToyTor> Busging Plan" R.U. headlined their newspapers with the same slogan,amst THE [RV.
‘ took the positioﬁf%%e bussing was a ruling class manipulation (which almost
everyone agreed with, even many of the black parents who none-the-less
put their children on the busses so that they might get a 1ittle better
education.){&mI sR.U. then became the only major Teft group in the U.S.
that did not their emphasis on the question of racism{ which grew
to horredous and abvious proportions as blacks were beaten and small school
ghildren had to be rescued by the police firom white mobs shouting, "kill the
niggers!" ) '
C. The R.U. downgrades or condems many aspects of the 1960's and 70's movements
in the U. S., which further #sclates them from many progressive forces, such
as the Women's Liberation Movement. - :
D. The R.U. is functioning in an increasingly sectarian manner ( a problem that
is not unique to the R.U.) which is heightening the divisions on the left in
the U. S. This begcomes a serious problem with the R.U. due to their self-
appointed role Gﬂf%he only correct leadership of the proletariat (one can only
wisht the proletariat would accept the Teadership of anyrleft groups!®)
The R.U. then uses this righteous seffconcept to justify either obsorbing or
destroying progressive groups. They do this with disregard for the full and
long range consequences for a movement that is still growing and needs both
unity and education. The left in general does not see R.U. as leadership
- In fact R.U, is more often seen an being destructive of genuine forces that
ARE amn provideﬂé continuing bases for developing that Teadership we so desperately
need. An example has been the virtual take over of the VVAW/WSO by the R.U. 3
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When VVAW/WSO was a mass organization of veterans and supporters, led

» by Vignam War veterans, it was an effective and genu1ne force against

' imperialism and was , in fact had to be, Tistened t&” many Americans.
Now that it has become in the ma1n,s1mp1y a front for a group seeking
hegemony over the movement, it can too easily be discounted by non=activists
and the millions of Americans who are still firmly anti-gommunist.
The struggle within VVAW/WSO will educate some, but has dome much harm.

E. While it may be hard to describe or substantiate to anyone who has not
witnessed their behavior, R.U.'s style of political and personal work
is both an outgrowth of their political analysis and an indication of
somthing amiss. (See the attached R.U. Cadre.letter.) Immature, impolite,
and unscientific are some of the many wordsA§5t0u1d use to describe
their contepptuous manners toward anyone they disagree with.

Now Let us introduce the othen 6LVQ people who were active in the Tndochina
Solidanity Collective when Lt split:

. MIKE STOUT: Jodned the commitiee, then the USCANLFSUN, 4in Late 1971 and worked
dilegently to develope his own politics and the work of the committee. He has wiitten
and sung songs of Vietnam, and worked with many ghoups. In 1971 he traveled to Paris
with Gina Harnmon and met with Indochinese delfegations. His work has been exempliary -
in the main. He does have a tendency towarnd nigidity and overreaction which Ais
consistant with his strhong reactionary Catholic family background. Mike went §rom
a typical 1960's hippie to a staunch Stalinist in a shornt period of time. He has
been much Aingluenced by Gina Harmon, who has been often the only one who could curb
“his excesses. Mike 4is now a "cLosed” member o4 the R. U.

Mike L8 a serious and dedicated revolutionary who at present vehemently supports
the R.U.'s Line. He and the other five, are or were parnt of an R.U. "work team”
whose assignment was fo organize ISC and IPC/NYC fon the R.U. This was accidently
revealed while we were sELLL working together. He and the othens( except Giné) clalm

they are not memberns of R. u. s

WhLZQA%fdAéaghee WLt&much 05 Mikes politics aﬂd recent behaviorn and 1 think he is
newrotically dogmatic and vindictive at times, ﬁ”%necogn&ze his sincerity (within the
framework of the need to nationalize and jquxﬁy R.U.'4 Lind) and praise the great
amount of good work he has done in the past.Wil also feel that it L8 tragic that
his and the othens' energies ane being mixed and distornted in thein aiiempi Zo
combine genuine international proletarian solidarity with zhe R.U.'4 btnuggie gor
hegemony.

An example of the problem they face, i6 Zhe very circumstances that prompted this
Letten. The conflict was avoidable, and if 1SC had been disolved peacefully and
not with any public split, they could have gone on with thein work with all of the
maternials they needed and without the gheat bunden of distrust and bitterness they
created fon themselves. We offered them all of the Anformational items they would
need and matesrial ggodé have always been a false Lssue, since Gina had untifl
recently close to a¥100,000.00 in the bank. None-the-Less, they chose to precipitate
a public split and took many things that belonge Zo otherns and all that they wanted
grom the office of ISC. These actions hurt them and us and played into Zhe hands o4
= the night wing forces at Wash. Sq. Church for Lnéiance who are now pushing to expelé:
all political groups from the church.

A more political problem they have,is,how fo be a solidarity ghroup with the
Indochinese countries and LT take o militant and outspoken anti-Soviet position.

AT
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Win the finst newsletten since the split in I1SC, they end with a section that
begins to Lay out the R.U. position on the Soviet Union. We had cmétiaifmé
and private viewpoints on both China and the Soviet Union. wéﬁﬁl&“h%i?éﬁ%%% though ,
on the extent and conclusions and PEESEERBESTET did not think that the newsletten
was the place fo discuss the "Sino-Soviet split™.) Now they can do that without our
opposition. :

Due to these and othen problems, Mike and the otherns arne incheasingly isolated
grom the nest of the movement in New York City. The very people who most need the
ingornmation that a solidenity commitiee can provdide, now are reticent to wornk with
people who have done what the BT hagtdone. The Love and clarnity that was evident
in mike's early songs, has nmuf%aZned'io a nhetorical sinidancy that Ls uninteliigible
to the working class in Amernica and grates on the eans of the activists who want
Lo neach and activate Americans with the messages we share.

GINA HARMON: (s the daughter of the millionare owner of Haumon/Kandon electronics

and has Zong been a close friend of the Leadernship of R.U. She is the only memc.ben

of 1SC who admits to belonging to R.U., and this only because it was accidently revealed.

She foined 1SC An 1972 and is the strongisit political Leadern among the othen 5 1SC ~people.

She 4s intellegent and combatative, a fairly good organizern of political discussions, etc.,

but often too quick to evidence antagonism. She L5 primarily responsible for The othenrs

joining the R.U. and Led the #ight for R.U.'s Line in IPC/NYC, etc. She and Felice

Wietraub fought forn the R.U.'s Line within the recent Vietnamese/American Women's

Congernence and Lost. They werne therefore not chosen o nepresent the U.S. womem .in
Montreal, but they went anyway. She 48 a serious and dedicated revolutionary. and -
waas done much good work around Indochina. As a R.U. cadre, she Led the splift 4in 1SC,

and functioned with total R.U. supponrt.

FELICE WEINTRAUB: jodined the committee in 1972 and Later Left to go to college.
CHRIS GOLANQOS: joined An 1973 and GARY HANSJIERGEN g nefurned with Felice grom Ann
Arbor Ain 1974 %o foin the committee. The three have all done good work and are
dedicated, but thein primary allegience has been Zo the R.U. since mid 1974.

SOME GENERAL COMMENTS ON THEIR BEHAVOIR IN ISC/IPC/NYC...

As has been mentioned ealier, the 5 ISC/RU pecople Ted the faction of IPC/NYC
that was expelled by national, but they continue to use the name of IPC/NYC. Their
group has now grown to about 15 people, most of which are RU members, open or closed.
This other IPC/NYC has been raising money for material aid. We have no knowledge of
how successful they have been.

The IPC/NYC,which we are active with;has grown to about 20 peop?e at present
and is in the Process of organizing -for the Friends of Indochina. We also are
able to work effectively with many of the progressive groups and coalitions and ws
are in fact mide "up of people from many different groups and tendencies. We
were recentﬁy very glad-to have been asked by Cora Weiss and others to help assist
én welcomeing and establishing the PRG and DRVN observers delegates to the U. N.,

here in NYC.

We are now aware that both prior to and since the ISC split, the R. U. people
.in ISC were begining secret attempts to ingratjate and link themselves with various
_ Vietnamese and Indochinese groups. The documents that follow (particularly Martha's
“and Walter's Tletter on the split) do not go into these more private and serious
matters for obvious reasons. But we do want to here mention two such items.

One of the final acts of the RU people that convinced Martha and Walter that
ISC should be disolved, occuered around the Victory Celebration of May 18th(?) in
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Montreal, Canada.

w

Unknown to Martha and Walter, the others received a request for help from the

Union of Vietnamese in Canada and Gina and Gary left secretly for Montreal. In the
past one of the most important areas of collectivity lay with our relationships
with representatives of the Indochinese people's struggles. For the others not to
inform and involve Martha &nd Walter was a totally non-collective act and ended any
principaled relationship between us. We attempted to have an organizational meeting
to discuss our work, and were informed that Gary and Gina were not available. We
asked where they were and we we- told by Chris and Felige that they didn't know!
Later, Mike said they were in Montreal for some economic conference or something.

We only Tearned of the plans for the Celebration and the presence of Vietnamese
delegations in Montreal from Doug Hosstedder and Cora Weiss with whom we were working
on preparations for the huge rally in NYC on May 11lth. We were informed that Gina
and Gary had sat in on a meeting between Doug and Cora with the delegates and that
Gina had to be asked to Teave.

It became clear to us (and others) what they had been doing when we went to the
Victory Celebration in Montreal. A R.U. supporter was put forward as the Vietnam
veteran (He is fine person, but ‘let himself be used) much to the surprise of the
New York people. No one had any complaint with the way things went during the
celebration, but the clear attempt of the R.U. people to manipulate events for their
benefit, was a blotch on the spirit of this great occasxion. The good and trusted
relationships built up over the years with the New York people (many more than just
we ISC people) were severly harmed by these events - especially since the ISC people

“~had been among those most associated with the fr1endsh1p between Americans -and
Vietnamese in Canada

Angther case, has been the clear attempt by the R.U. people to gain through various

maneuvering, a special relationship with the Indochinese represetatives comeing to the
u. S.

What is most tragic and ironic about their efforts (which include the split#ing and
gejzing of the ISC resources) to gain political stature and legitimacy for the R.U.
is that if they had simply continued their good work without resorting to secrecy,
factionalism, maneuverings and outright theft and threats, then they certainly would
have been abTe to contribute much more effectivly to the Indochinese and American
peop]es strugdles. Such continued good practice without all the confusions,
suspicions and damage their recent behavior has caused, might have gained them natura11y,
what they are now seek1ng to manufacture.

As to their claims of assistance, we can't really say how practical they are.

We do feel that they probably are both genuine and opportunistic. Certainly too

close associjation with the R.U. would be great cause of concern for politically

active and aware people in the U. S. On the other hand, they certainly could be

of some material assistance. A mysterious $350,000.00 showed up in our IPC/NYC

ban¥ account several days ago. It was withdrawn before we knew about it by the

bank which has not yet explained the "mistake." It might be that Gina had been
~able to obtain a large contribution from one of her industrialist friends and the

money got deposited in the wrong account. The question though is really one of

politics and not money. B
Mol e £t

Yours in the struggle, Martha Chamberlain //Q"‘

Walter Teague T #f?\\ 28
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«J0CUMENTS AND CHRONOLOGY

CHRONOLOGY :
1. (April 27) The RU faction in IPC/NYC - still one group at this time - submitted

their own proposal to a nationa issues conference of IPC. It was similar to RU's
line and clearly did not support the priciples of unity of national IPC and was
in conflict with the other section of IPC/NYC.

(April and

May) ~ After months of struggle, IPC/NYC found itself unable to function with unity.
The RU faction had been meeting seperately and secretly and functioned as a block.
The non-RU people in IPC/NYG. therefore decided to caucus also and announged that
they would also meet seperately, but wanted to work tog¥ether as much as possible.
The RU faction, led by the RU peop]evﬁﬁmﬁsc refused to cooperate and finally the
two groups no Tonger met together. '

(May 13) National IPC's steering committee expelled the RU faction in a long Tetter,
(which is attached) for their factionalism. Most IPC chapters-agreed with the expulsion,
but many disagreed with the method. They though it should have been done more
democratically.

(Late May) The RU faction replied to and tried to gain support against the National
steering committees expulsion, but they failed. {(décument attached.)

A11 of this happened in the general context of RU's many attempts to gain control of
groups around the country such as; Ithaca Rest of the News, VVAW/WSO, U.S. China
People's Friendship Assoc., Unjon of Radical Political Economists, San Francisco
Newsreel, People's Translations Service, etc.

(May 26) Growing conflicts with ISC led the RU people to taking the valuable items
from the ISC office in the early hours of the 26th along with many items that belonged
to the church and other individuals. They held onto the gutted office by force and
threats to the church staff for four days These actions were preplanned for some
time. On May 31, they had to Teave the office withonly their personal belongings

and they had only returned some of the church property.

(June 1) IPC/NYC and the Church condemed the RU-action and called a mass meeting

¢f anti-war and progressive peopke at the church for June 1lst where over 50

groups were represented. This meeting formed the Coalition to Reclaim the Indochina
Resources which tried to convince the RU to turn over the materials to a neutral
group which would hold them untill the larger anti-war movement could determine

how they could be handled so that everyone would have access to them. If the RU

did not agree to this, then CRIR would publicize what had happened so that pressure
on RU might cause them to reconsider their actions and at least would forewarn
others about this kind of behavior.

(May 30) IPC/NYC, the non-RU group, issued a statement on the RU "vipoff".

(June 10) IPC /NYC issued its statement on the expulsion of the RU faction of IPC/NYC

. (June 10) The minister of Wash. Sg. Church, after consulting with the board members

of the church, issued a letter expelling the RU people from the church premises untill
such time as they rectified their actions.

29
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(June 15)

Martha and Walter issue a statement on the ISC split detailing the event and
asking for past supporters of ISC to sign=the CRIR petition and to write to
both the RU people and to Martha and Walter urging the RU pepple to return
the personal items and to turn over the Indochinese materials to the War
Resisters League (the items left in the ISC office after the ripoff were
voluntarily turned over to the custody of WRL by Martha and Walter and the
working committee of the CRIR) or to some such neutral body.

(June) The ISC/RU people issue a reply to Martha and Walter's statement.
In it they try to justify what they did and they give an account of events
that no one involved except themselves agrees with. They accuse Walter of
"becoming a Mad Dog" and they also urge people to support them and to
write to Walter and urge him to return what he "has taken.”

(June) The CRIR working .committee issues its "working paper" on the events.

(June to Aug.) During the following period, CRIR and Martha and Walter receive
many letters of support from around the country and hundreds of people voice. -
their solidarity. Many organizations sign the petition call upon the RU people
to return the Indochinese materials and send carbon copies of lTetters of
criticism af the RU people, to CRIR.

So far, ne1ther CRIR nor we have received a single Tetter or telephone call
supporting the RU version of what happened.

= DOCUMENTS :

oW

Letter from Martha and Walter, dated August 6, 1975.

IPC/RU Faction's program paper g1vcn at IPC National Issues conference, £E¥ April 27.
IPC/National Steer1ng Committee's Letter of expulsion of the RU Fact1on, dtd May 13.

IPC/RU Faction's reply to expulsion, May.

. - Background materials on some recent RU activies:

A. Michigan Free Press "Perspective"

B. RU peply to MFP, dtd May 15

C. California, non-RU chapter/region of VVAW/WSO pamphlet on RU
D. Letter from non-RU Ithaca Rest Of The News, dtd. June 10

E. "RU Cadre Effects on VVAW/WSQ" letter from non-RU St. Louis chapter of VVAW/WSO

IPC/NYC non-RU chapter, letter on expulsion of RU faction, dtd June 10.-
"Chapter Vote on RU expulsion" from the National IPC Newsletter.
ISCZnon-RU letter on the RU "ripoff" from Martha and Walter, DTD June 15.
IPC/NYC non-RU letter on RU "ripoff", dtd May 30.

. Minister of Wash. Sg. Church letter on RU peop1e, dtd June 10.
. ISC/RU people's reply to Martha and Walter's statement.

. List of major items taken from ISC office ¢ Page §)

. Summary of proposal for FRIENDS OF INDOCHINA organ1zat1on approved at National IPC

conference July 12/13
WoRKING PAPER OF CRIR on RO Rugere,

1sc/(2u N"w’aém@ (,‘-{oAnrs) Toue , 1ATE

30



Walter
Text Box
30


PARTIAL LIST OF ITEMS TAKEN FROM : beke A
ISC OFFICE MAY 26 | |
Vietnamese books and pamphlets in English, approx 500 gathered from

1964 until the present.
Vietnamese Documents, many 1arge files, gathered from-1965 untill

the present.

Vietnamese films, in Eng]1sh, Fr. and Viet., over 50, gathered from
1966 untill 1974.
Cambodian and Laotion books, pamphlets and fiims, many

‘Vietnamese artifacts - some held in trust for others.

Indochina art work and display items.

Display on Indochina - part belonged to IPC.

Indochinese flags and poles and demonstration equipment.
Information files of many kinds. Very important to oggoing work.

. Film scripts for Vietnamese films...

. Boxes of ISC buttons.

. Files of ISC and USCANLFSVN published Titerature.

. Photo files of ISC activities.

. Corresspondence files with Vietnamese, Camfodians, Laotions, Movement, and

Indigiduals in the U.S. and outside of the U.S.

. Tapes and records of Vietnamese and anti-war movement activities, etc.
. Many other political items.

Material goods taken:

P

~ -

kooowo_wm:bf»g

IBM Selectric II typewriter, % bought by Walter, remainder by Gina and ISC.
Mimeograph, Rex Rotary, bought by John B.

Press Type file, extensive,

Office equipment, extensive,

AmpTiphier, donated

8 foot movie screen

Large shortwave radio, 1oaned by Ivan B.

¥ Three microphones

$ on bank account

. Wash. Sq. Church Projector valued at $1750. (was returned eventua]]y)

. Wash. Sq. Church folding machine (also returned Tater)

. Stereo Tape deck, Walter's, (finally returned)

. Many other person&] and organizational items.

. (NOTE: They also left various debts to the church which Martha and Walter had to

pay, totaling over $300.)

When we briefly discuss what had been taken by them,during the four days they held

onto the ISC office, they tried to.claim other items not theirs and would not give up
anything they atready had with the exception of offering a few minor things and offering
to split some of the less important items Teft in the office. There are undoubtedly
many items they took which we could not detérmine -so this Tist is incomplete.

\-‘\,

PS. ?mMe£m14hL‘ﬁ,u &%ﬂadﬁﬁwwjdm%nmdﬁmem
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R.U. CADRE EFFLCTS ON VVAW-WSO

sy

VR e e )
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Oneof: the lOngest working members '0f our chapter gives these thoughts on
the more personal effects of the-crisis in VVAW—WSO It speaks for all of
1520 sl Ll . _ o :

"After belng a member of VVAW-WSO for four years, I have seen great changes
in the organization and great changes in myself. These changes have in-
cluded’ pérsonal, as well ‘as political; change, which, to me,:must coincide.
I started out as’'a veteran 'who was -ggainst the war in Vietnam. I was strict-
ly an anti-war advocate.” My v1eWpolnt wasn't:'yet developed into seeing the
Vietnam War in a larger .conte ﬁt, ‘T'"'really:saw it ‘as a "mistake to be cor-
rected". Through my contact wlth other people who viewed the war as I did,
and:‘especially through :the> contact I had with people in- ‘VVAW-WSO, I began
to expand- my viewpoint of .the: world In the organization, ‘I ran across*wﬁ
people who were very concerned with questlons such as racism, sexism, and :
.imperialism. - The meaning of these words wasn't very clear to me, and at
times I was even threatened by the concepts; but through the respect and
trust which I found in people in the orgahization, and theiriwillingness to
educate me in a thoughtful and. respectful way, these conCepts'became some-
thing real that touched my own:life. Thls trust and ‘respect enabled me .to
carry on in my own life with these real concepts and ‘enabled ‘me -to flght
agalnst the rac1sm and sexism w1th1n myself and 1n conjunctlon with others.

"In the past year within VVAW~WSO the concepts . have remalned (racism, sex-
ism, imperialism) and the idea .of fighting against them; -but a new dimension
has been added or, I think I: should: say, a. dimension. has been lost. The
dimension 'is trust and respect that we held for eachiiother and our differ-
ing opinions on these various issues’ atid how we should go about combatting
them. This loss :0f respect and trusti‘is .in direct correlatlon with R.U.
“~members joining VVAW-WSO.

"I first heard.of. the: R.U. at’the Buffaio NSCM. People started introducing
themselves' as! R, 2 Myl'only: aldrum came when! someone: from New: England began
to criticize the conduct and practice of R.U. members he had had contact
with in Boston. What alarmed me was the vehémence with which this criti-
cism was answered. There is the possibility that the criticism from the
member from Boston .was unprincipled. The criticism from members of the N.O.
who answered it was unprincipled. All that I heard in answer to the member
was that he was a slime and other things about what a nasty person he was.
I criticized the N.O. for their conduct and it was not accepted. . At this
same meeting, the N.O. position paper on the united front strategy against
Imperialism strategy emerged. A paper, I learned later, was exactly like
the Revolutionary Union strategy for a United Front.

"From this paper put out by the N.O. another interesting thing emerged that
would come to a head later on. The thing that emerged was something called
the "two-line struggle". That is, there are two ways or two areas that
political struggle can take place in, either bourgeois or proletarian. You
are one or the other. Adversaries or allies; good or bad. This same ad-
versary relationship also emerged by the time of the St. Louis NSCM as a
principle by which political struggle is viewed. This adversary viewpoint
is also well documented in just about every R.U. publication printed. You
are either in the bourgeois camp or the proletarian. 1In light of this two-
line struggle business, the unfortunate thing for VVAW-WSO is that view-
~—~points that fall outside whatever line or strategy is being pushed are not

-8- ‘ ‘ - 132



Walter
Text Box
32


aLiowed tor. Other viewpoints are stifled; who wants to be labeled an
"agent of the bourgeoisie" or "Trotskyist" or whatever? This simplistic
viewpoint of the world (two lines) doesn't exactly contribute to an atmos-.
phere where learning-and constructive understanding can take place. This
affects the democracy of the whole organization (by eroding the basis for

.;democracy he respect and - trust for the value of different ideas and view-

points).

"Another dimension of the erosion or“downgradinq of democracy in VVAW-WSO

+ . by R.U. cadre is the method by which the cadre operate within VVAW-WSO.

R.U. cadre come .into a meeting with a solid block or line on one position .
and that position is strictly adhered to, given cadre discipline. That is .
fine for the R.U. but it puts those without that preordained line in a re--
active position,'and instead of pédple coming together and learning from
each others’ experlences, we find ourselves constantly reactlng to the
cadre (R U ) p951t10n :

Many have pointed out that the R.U. cadre in VVAW-WSO can always be recog-
nized by their forthrightness in putting out their line. We can also rec-

~ognize them by their language. We ‘are disgusted with the introduction .
into our discussions of words.like "scum", "slime", "bloated toad", "trash",
~ad nauseam. Is it VVAW-WSO or R.U. that has constituted chapters in New -

Jersey, Texas, Washington State, Oregon and Detroit? What sort of cadre -
comes new to the organization and introduces and presses an expulsion mo- -

+tion against a long-standing member, as happened at the Ohio regional with

the Detiroit chapter? In Southern California, B.R. did not serve:.VVAW-WSO
in his leadership position by pariicipating in the travesty of 30 people.

-Jexoolllng 150 members of the Northern California sub-region. These exam-—-

ples of R.U. cadre contrlbutlons to VVAW-WSO ‘indicate to us that they have

‘heen destructlve.

MAKZ NO MISTAKE ABOUT.IT WE CRITICIZE R.U. . CADRE, NOT BECAUSE-THEY CLAIM

. TO BZ COMMUNIST, BUT BECAUSE THEY ARE HYPOCRITES. IT IS THEIR PRACTICE

‘th REJECT.
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